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By: Watershed Coalition of the
Lehigh Valley
www.watershedcoalitionlv.org

Lehigh Valley Master Watershed Steward Program

SUMMARY

The Lehigh Valley Master Watershed Steward Program is a collaborative
volunteer program coordinated by Penn State Extension, which trains community
volunteers in a formal 40 hour training program, completes their training through
structured group projects, and then engages volunteers on an ongoing basis with
opportunities throughout the watershed community. The program was created to
augment the ranks of knowledgeable volunteers and staff working in water and
natural resource conservation, connecting Stewards to existing opportunities with
LVG Partners, and working with them to develop new ones.

CHALLENGE

There are many local, regional, and statewide watershed associations and
consortiums which have been struggling to train and recruit volunteers able to
carry out water resource outreach and education for many years. This program
meets that need, which is widely and generally understood by state agencies,
local politicians, community groups, schools and teachers, and environmental
professionals.

FUNDING

Grant Award:
$5,000.00

Match:
$44,123.62

Total Project Cost:
$49,123.62

PARTNERSHIP IS KEY
Penn State Extension and the

Northampton County
Conservation District played
integral roles in coordinating
the Master Watershed Steward
Program in the Lehigh Valley.
The Wildlands Conservancy,
Lehigh Gap Nature Center,
DCNR, LVPC, and Nurture
Nature Center staff helped
provide training instruction and

venues.
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RESULTS

Contact

Claire Sadler, LVG Coordinator
LVG Conservation Landscape
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage
Corridor

2750 Hugh Moore Park Road
Easton, PA 18042

610-923-3548 ext. 226
Claire@delawareandlehigh.org
www.delawareandlehigh.org

www.lehighvalleygreenways.org

Diane Kripas, Division Chief

PA DCNR Bureau of Recreation and
Conservation

717-772-1282

dkripas@pa.gov

www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cli

SOLUTION

Through Penn State Extension, the Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley and other
project partners, were able to train knowledgeable volunteers that can reach into the adult
and school-age population to encourage stewardship and educate the community to
increase the health of the Lehigh River watershed. Volunteers are continually engaged
through monthly newsletters that detail volunteer opportunities in the Lehigh Valley. The
program also provides “personalized” volunteer opportunities for the Stewards, connecting
the volunteers with the types of opportunities they prefer.




