Lehigh Valley Greenways Conservation Landscape  |By: Lehigh County
17 S 7t St, Allentown, PA 18101
SUCCESS STORY  [uksci
robertstiffler@lehighcounty.org

Signage and Stream Restoration at Trexler Nature Preserve (2016)

SUMMARY FUNDING
Lehigh County partnered with Wildlands Conservancy to improve educational Grant Award:
signage and messaging, and implement best management practices at the 1,108- $7,459.46

acre Trexler Nature Preserve. Wildlands and the County have partnered for years _

to improve natural resources and recreational opportunities at the Preserve. gﬂﬁ,cog'z_zo
However, the Preserve signage did nothing to inform visitors about the improved

ecology and recreation. The County and Wildlands worked to create consistent ggiaé:’lr?gﬁ Cost:

educational signage for Preserve kiosks, install wildlife crossing signage, and

implement agricultural best management practices.
PARTNERSHIP IS KEY

Lehigh County partnered with

Wildlands Conservancy on the
planning, design, and
implementation of this project.

Key partners in the installation
of agricultural BMPS: Lehigh
County Conservation District,
Lehigh Valley Zoo

CHALLENGE
There were three major challenges to address within the Lehigh County-owned Lehigh cou nt
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Trexler Nature Preserve: 1) The 22 kiosks throughout the Preserve displayed
inconsistent, deteriorating sighage; 2) Many reptiles, amphibians, and other

== Pennsylvania

wildlife were being killed while crossing roads in the Preserve; and 3) Unfettered
access to the stream in the bison pen was contributing to water quality m

degradation. The kiosks displayed only faded photos of the Preserve and lacked

information about trails and natural features. In several areas, a road divides Wlldlands Conservancy
wildlife from habitat or a water source, which caused increased fatalities at

crossing points. A small tributary to the Jordan Creek, which was running through i l. .

the bison pen, had become degraded from a lack of agricultural best management w pennsylvama
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downstream and at the ford on Jordan Creek were above recommended SARE & 7,
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practices. The streambanks were trampled and eroded, while E. coli levels

G

recreation levels.
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SOLUTION

This project focused on three main objectives to address the challenges within the
Preserve. The first was to develop educational signage to display in the kiosks throughout
the Preserve. This would replace weathered signage and provide consistent messaging for
visitors. The second solution was to display wildlife crossing signage at key areas of the
Preserve. This would reduce mortality of reptiles, amphibians, and other small animals
during road crossings. The third solution was to install agricultural best management
practices along a tributary to the Jordan Creek that runs through the bison pen. This would
involve moving fencing to keep the bison out of the stream, establishing an alternative
water source, planting a riparian buffer along the tributary, and installing signage to
educate visitors about the importance of best management practices.
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Contact

Claire Sadler, Conservation Coordinator
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage
Corridor

2750 Hugh Moore Park Road

Easton, PA 18042

610-923-3548 ext. 226
Claire@delawareandlehigh.org
www.delawareandlehigh.org

www.lehighvalleygreenways.org

Diane Kripas, Division Chief

PA DCNR Bureau of Recreation and
Conservation

717-772-1282

dkripas@pa.gov
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