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Allentown Conservation Career Explorations (Awarded 2024)

SUMMARY FUNDING

During the summers of 2024 and 2025, Lehigh Gap Nature Center (LGNC) Grant Award:
partnered with the City of Allentown and Jacobsburg Environmental Education $4,500.00

Center to present a series of free, educational, and experiential Conservation Match:

Career Explorations for Allentown youth. In total, LGNC and its partners led three $6,159.59

dozen programs — including Conservation Career Days and summer playground

visits — for over 650 individual students. Participants left each program with a ;?;aésps;";j:‘:t Cost:

deeper connection to their backyard ecosystems, a greater appreciation for
Allentown’s parks, an awareness of conservation career opportunities, and a fun
variety of free tools and bilingual resources to support future explorations. PARTNERSHIP IS KEY

¢ City of Allentown Bureau of
Recreation (program partner)

e Jacobsburg Environmental
Education Center (program
partner)

¢ Alliance for Watershed
Education (financial partner)

e Fowler Family Fund
(financial partner)

e The Harry C. Trexler Trust
(financial partner)

e Just Born Quality

Confections (financial

partner)

The City of Allentown is home to one of the nation’s largest park systems per capita,
consisting of over 2,000 acres of green space, trails, and outdoor recreational
amenities. Yet, due to deeply rooted systemic barriers, nature and outdoor recreation
remain inaccessible to many Allentown residents. Likewise, in Allentown and more
broadly, BIPOC communities are underrepresented at all levels of the conservation
field, resulting in conservation efforts and outreach that might not align with the lived
experiences, languages, and identities of those they aim to benefit.

LGNC'’s conversations with Allentown community members reflect these trends and

demonstrate a desire for affordable, bilingual science education; improved access to Eﬁ pennsylVania
nature and outdoor recreation; leadership training and employment opportunities; and T 25?5:‘?52;%2235zig\éATION
increased representation of BIPOC community members in conservation. LGNC’s v dennstate paus
Conservation Career Explorations seek to address these needs while working actively

and intentionally to make conservation more inclusive. DELAWARE & LEHIGH

NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR
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SOLUTION

LGNC and Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center provided collaborative conservation programming
to all participants in the 2024 and 2025 Allentown Summer Playground Program, coordinated by the City of
Allentown Bureau of Recreation. During our two Conservation Career Days, students rotated through
interactive stations highlighting Allentown ecology and conservation careers. Activities included birding,

stream studies, fishing, wildlife forensics, and art. In addition, LGNC led career-oriented environmental
education programs at each Summer Playground Program site during both summers. Programs took place
in Allentown parks and were offered at no cost thanks to LVG support. Participants received “I Love
Allentown Parks” kits complete with stickers, temporary wildlife tattoos, magnifiers, notebooks, bilingual
guides to Allentown wildlife, and much more, all created and purchased by LGNC through this grant.

RESULTS
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